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Juice cartons
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Drinks cans

Crisp packets

NappiesFood waste

Polystyrene
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Clean tin cans
Empty tissue rolls

Juice cartons
Drinks cans

Tissues
Crisp packets

Polystyrene
Food waste

Nappies

Answers For Teachers
Activity for years 3 and 4

Here are some other items that can 
also be recycled

Paper 
Magazines 

Catalogues and phone books 
Greeting cards 

Junk mail 
Envelopes 

Wrapping paper - do the scrunch test* 
Plastic pots, tubs and trays 

Yoghurt pots 
Glass bottles (if broken just place in the 

blue bin, don’t wrap them) 
Tinfoil  

Aerosol cans

Here are some other items that 
cannot be recycled

Shredded paper 
Plant pots 

Medication tablet packets (Blister packs) 
Cigarettes 
Wet wipes 
Cling film 

Bubble wrap 
Animal waste 

Tea bags
Coffee pods

Elastic bands 
Contact lenses and pouches

Vacuum cleaner dust and bags

To find out what you can and can’t recycle please visit

www.gettingitsorted.org

 
 

*The Scrunch Test – Scrunch your wrappers into a ball, if they remain in a ball they can be recycled and 
placed in the blue bin. If they pop open, they cannot be recycled and will need to go in the green bin.



time to waste Timeline
teachers answers

Check what can be recycled at www.gettingitsorted.org

3 months3 months 6 months6 months 5 years5 years

10 years10 years

50 years50 years

200 years200 years

80 years80 years

500 years500 years

2 million years2 million years

Food waste Cardboard Woollen clothing

Cigarette butts

Tin cans

Crisp packets

Aluminium cans

Glass bottles 
and jars

Yoghurt pot



To find out what you can and can’t recycle please visit

www.gettingitsorted.org

Answers For Teachers

AEROSOL CAN 

CARDBOARD  

PAPER 

SHAMPOO BOTTLE

ALUMINUM CAN  

GLASS BOTTLE  

PLASTIC BOTTLE  

TINFOIL 

BLUE BIN 

NEWSPAPER  

PLASTIC POT 

YOGHURT POT

Y L P L A S T I C P O T O V T Z U Y S M

A X L Z P X H F Z L L P W G J S B Q V Y

E G U Y I L O C X N Q I C Z G U E T Z Q

R I Y K H T B I K G L D A S L M U I O G

O M F J G F L G S P W P E D A U Q N C P

S T Y O G H U R T P O T Q T S J Y F V A

O U J P Q U E W C J I B R U S Y A O P P

L U T G R X B Y A L I P C T B A W I B E

C N Y N Y M I C O J B P D R O U G L V R

A T D X X I N M A R T J B M T L C N W Z

N A L U M I N I U M C A N K T Y M U F N

R Z Q H I Z Z L D O L M F I L Y Z R A A

G W N X M N E W S P A P E R E H B S X L

T Y X P O W T B Y C M O C T T K K G R V

K Y T V B E Y S H A M P O O B O T T L E

Y U H H E Z K L U Q X J T U F R N N X X

K V N G J E K H N M E J W M K J E Q C H

Y S O K S A T E L N T M O U U O J M R Q

C A R D B O A R D I I V X L I S D A T N

U O O P L A S T I C B O T T L E H A D I

Recycling is important to help protect the planet and our environment. Can you help find 
words that describe recycling, some of the words could be a material or an object.



Teachers Answers
Some items can be difficult to recycle and will need to be placed in the non-recycling green bin. 
Can you help find words that describe items that cannot be recycled, some of the words could be 

a material or an object.

TOOTHPASTE TUBE

CRISP PACKETS

SWEET WRAPPERS

SHREDDED PAPER

FOOD WASTE

COFFEE PODS

NAPPIES

SANITARY ITEMS

WET WIPES

POLYSTYRENE

BUBBLE WRAP

TEA BAGS

CLING FILM

CIGARETTE BUTTS

TISSUES

PLASTIC POUCHES

To find out what you can and can’t recycle please visit

www.gettingitsorted.org

P O L Y S T Y R E N E Q B J Y U R Z D K G T

Y Y S X L B V C P X E L L L N F T X X V G V

P U T X C L T Y W G A N C D I G J E J K H U

L O Q E E Z M R Z C Z N Y I G T S T B N N J

A K C O F F E E P O D S H H Y Q W A Y C J S

S U H D P F L H U V S I A F O Q E S G L G S

T C I G A R E T T E B U T T S B E V S I H A

I R C Z V L F E K V P Z I M P D T R X N J E

C X S N N N A A L M B W B L L T W M G G R B

P K A G Q I S B W D P E X I B O R H O F C O

O B N R O N B A Y Y Z T D F I O A Y N I R V

U J I H H I U G I Y D W U C H T P P A L I O

C K T S V Z B S Z R M I I T R H P T P M S K

H H A Q M O B N J V V P X Y M P E I P C P C

E A R Y T S L L Q D X E U G D A R S I P P D

S W Y S X D E B J Y X S O K S S S S E F A Y

F Q I K C M W S F O O D W A S T E U S O C S

P J T L S H R E D D E D P A P E R E I Y K G

B H E W V N A I Z F P H L A S T D S U V E H

Y M M B O Q P K P J L O D F K U R Z D N T Z

E V S U U I D O E N E E D J P B T X G F S T

W B B I U Z X N T B X K Q E Z E N I B W Y L



O L J O Z F Z G M A T T R E S S F H E H

T J M K U C G A R D E N W A S T E H Z D

Z C Z H W T L Z G S O F D G D E S Q B A

B J H X C A R D Q P Z H Q O K J E Y V I

W X L N N Q W H I T E G O O D S A Y F A

D U W W O Q L Y E N N W F O O L Z U X P

Y H B A E W E E A N I I G R M P J K S N

E L E C T R O N I C S K P A Y H C X Y I

K N G Q U J G M A M M Z X S V L M S P F

C B S F L U O R E S C E N T T U B E S A

O Z W L I G G R O L D F U R N I T U R E

O B L I G H T B U L B S H A N C Z U Q D

K K X C A B H S H B C O J W K Q Q D I W

I T Z W U O E C L I S D F P C M Z N T K

N B B Y L G E N E R A L W A S T E D Z Y

G U P B A T T E R I E S P P W W S G T P

O F B P N J G A I C U P S A T V E G E R

I E Q G O Q G M R J V P W I F B H D I F

L A K S G X I O X O I K X N Q G A V Z N

Y H L R M F J I M J C Z M T M M A F M V

To find out what you can and can’t recycle please visit

www.gettingitsorted.org

Answers For Teachers
Some items cannot go in the bin and need to be taken to the Household Recycling 

Centre. Can you find some of the items that can go there? 

OLD FURNITURE 

WOOD

LIGHTBULBS

FLUORESCENT TUBES

ELECTRONICS

BATTERIES

PAINT

GARDEN WASTE

MATTRESS

GENERAL WASTE

COOKING OIL

WHITEGOODS
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