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CAMBRIDGESHIRE
Date: 13 DECEMBER 2018
Report Title: POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES REVIEW
1 Purpose / Summary

To consider the outcome of the recent review of polling districts and places, as required
by the Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013.

2 Key issues

The Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013 introduced a change to the
timing of compulsory reviews of UK Parliamentary polling districts and polling
places;

The last compulsory review was agreed by Full Council on 18 December 2014;
Subsequent compulsory reviews must be started and completed within the period of
16 months that starts on 1 October of every fifth year after 1 October 2013, which
means the next review should be started and completed between 1 October 2018
and 31 January 2020;

This review is being carried out at this time due to the District and Town and Parish
Council elections due to take place on 2 May 2019 and the need to implement
changes as a result of the Local Government Boundary Commission for England
Review of Cambridgeshire County Council to some parish wards and the
Community Governance Review in Whittlesey;

The Council has undertaken a consultation exercise on the proposals within the
report and received a number of comments which have been taken into account in
the final recommendations. All comments and responses are detailed in Appendix
B;

This review has no effect upon the number of electoral wards or councillors.

3 Recommendations

That the Council

notes the outcome of the review and the consultation undertaken;

agrees the changes recommended to polling districts and polling places, as detailed
in the report at Appendix C;

notes that a review of all polling districts will be undertaken at least every five years
and delegates authority to the Returning Officer/Electoral Registration Officer to
keep polling districts under review, in the intervening period between compulsory
reviews, and propose any changes which appear necessary to Full Council for its
consideration and determination.
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Background / introduction

The Electoral Registration and Administration Act 2013 places a duty on local
authorities to carry out a full review of their Parliamentary polling districts and polling
places every fifth year after 1 October 2013. This means that a review should be
started and completed between 1 October 2018 and 31 January 2020. The same
polling districts and polling places are used for local government elections.

In undertaking a review, the Council must:

e publish a notice indicating the holding of a review

e consult the Returning Officer for every Parliamentary constituency which is wholly or
partly in its area

e enable any such Returning Officer to make representations to the authority and
publish them in a prescribed manner

e seek representations from such persons that it thinks has particular expertise in
relation to access to premises or facilities for persons who have different forms of
disability

e allow any elector in the authority’s area to make representations which could include
proposals for alternative polling places.

On completion of the review, details of the new polling districts and polling places must
be made available to the public.

The definitions of polling district, polling place and polling station are:

e A polling district is the area created by separation of a ward, division or
constituency into smaller parts, within which a polling place can be determined
which is convenient to the electors

e A polling place is the building or area in which polling stations will be selected by
the Returning Officer

e A polling station is the actual area where the process of voting takes place. This
must be located within the polling place and designated for the particular polling
district. This function is the responsibility of the Returning Officer.

The Council is responsible for designating polling places, whereas the Returning
Officer is responsible for determining where the polling stations are situated.

Considerations

When undertaking a review the Council is required to give due regard to the following

considerations:

e |t must seek to ensure that all electors in the area have reasonable facilities for
voting as are practicable in the circumstances;

e |t must seek to ensure that, so far as is reasonable and practicable, every polling
place is accessible to all electors.

A schedule of existing polling districts and polling places is set out in Appendix A.

The review takes into account the Local Government Boundary Commission for
England (LGBCE) electoral review on the electoral arrangements for Cambridgeshire
County Council, which came into effect on 17 February 2017, but has an impact at
Town/Parish Council level for the elections due to take place on 2 May 2019.

The review also takes into account the outcome of the LGBCE's consideration of the
Community Governance Review in relation to Whittlesey to address boundary
anomalies that resulted from the LGBCE electoral review.
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The LGBCE agreed to the proposals to

o amalgamate the parish wards of Bassenhally, ElIm and Delph into one parish ward to
reflect the district ward boundaries, with the new parish ward being called
Bassenhally represented by four town councillors

o amalgamate St Andrews parish ward with St Mary’s North parish ward, with the new
parish ward being renamed St Andrews and St Marys North parish ward represented
by two parish Councillors.

o increase the elected representatives for the Stonald parish ward from one to two.

Effect on corporate objectives

Quality Organisation:

o this review fulfils the Council’s legal obligations under The Electoral Registration
and Administration Act 2013

e the review ensures voter engagement is maximised in the democratic process by
establishing polling stations that electors deem suitable and accessible.

Community Impact

The Council undertook a formal consultation period from 1 October to 2 November

2018. A public notice of the holding of the review was displayed on the Council's

website, Fenland@YourService shops/community hubs and business reception. In

addition, the following specific consultations were undertaken with:

e all members of Fenland District Council

e the Returning Officer(s) for East Cambs District Council & Cambridgeshire County
Council

o the Member of Parliament and the Members of European Parliament for the Eastern
Region

e Members of East Cambs District & Cambridgeshire County Council representing
wards within the North East Cambridgeshire Constituency area

e all the Clerks for Town / Parish Councils in the North East Cambridgeshire
Constituency area

e organisations which have particular expertise regarding access to premises or
facilities for persons who have different forms of disability including Camsight, The
Varrier-Jones Foundation, Age UK, Fenland Association for Community Transport
Ltd, Fenland Area Community Enterprise Trust, Caerus Care Ltd, Papworth Trust,
Wisbech St Raphael Club, Cambridgeshire and Peterborough NHS Foundation
Trust & East Cambs Access Group

e Candidates and Election Agents who acted at the 2015 District and 2017 County
Council elections

e Polling places within the Fenland area.

50 interested parties responded to the consultation and the comments and responses
are reported at Appendix B.

Election officers have visited the potential new polling station venues and consider them
to be suitable.

The proposed changes to the current polling districts and polling places are detailed in
Appendix C. As referred to in the consultation comments, attempts have been made to
identify specific alternative polling stations that could be used within each polling district
should the current choice become unavailable. As a consequence, many alternatives
that have been identified are schools, which have previously been avoided due to the
increased measures implemented in schools to safeguard students. These alternative
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polling stations have not been contacted or visited to see if they are suitable to be a
polling station, which will be undertaken following this review.

Conclusions

Council is asked to agree the recommended Polling Districts and Polling places outlined
in the report, subject to members agreement details of the new polling districts and
polling places must be made available to the public. Specified interested parties may
make representations to the Electoral Commission to reconsider any polling districts
and polling places.

The new electoral register containing revised arrangements for polling districts will be
published on 1 February 2019. New polling districts and polling places will become
effective at elections held after this date.



APPENDIX A

FENLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL
SCHEDULE OF CURRENT POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES

DISTRICT POLLING | PARISH/ POLLING PLACE
WARD DISTRICT | TOWN
LETTER
BIRCH AA Birch, Chatteris Library, Furrowfields Road
Chatteris Or any within the polling districts
SLADE LODE AB Slade Lode, Quaker Way Residents Community Room
Chatteris Or any within the polling districts
THE MILLS AC The Mills, The Masonic Hall, Huntingdon Road
Chatteris Or any within the polling district
WENNEYE AD Wenneye, Emmanuel Church Hall, East Park Street
Chatteris Or any within the polling district
MARCH EAST BA1 March East, Roman Catholic Church Hall, St Johns Road
March Or any within the polling district
BA2 March East, Fleming Court off Smiths Drive
March Or any within the polling district
BA3 March East, March and District Children’s Centre, Cavalry
March Drive
BA4 Or any within the polling district
BA5 March East, St Peters Church Room, High Street
March Or any within the polling district
MARCH NORTH | BB1 March North, March Youth & Community Centre, Station Road
March Or any within the polling district
BB2 March North, St Johns Church Hall, Station Road
March Or any within the polling district
BB3 March North, GER Sports Club Function Room,
March Robingoodfellows Lane
Or any within the polling district
BB4 March North, St Marys Church Hall, Wisbech Road, Westry
March Or any within the polling district
MARCH WEST BC1 March West, British Legion Hall, West End
March Or any within the polling district
BC2 March West, March Cricket Club, Burrowmoor Road
March Or any within the polling district
BC3 March West, St Wendredas Church Hall, Church Street
March Or any within the polling district
BC4 March West, St Marys Church Hall, Wisbech Road, Westry
March Or any within the polling district
BENWICK, CA Benwick Benwick Village Hall, High Street
COATES & Or any within the polling district
EASTREA DE Coates & Coates Public Hall, 1 The Fold
Eastrea, Or any within the polling district
Whittlesey
(Coates)
DF Coates & Eastrea Centre, Roman Gardens
Eastrea, Or any within the polling district
Whittlesey
(Eastrea)
DG Coates & Pondersbridge Village Hall, Oilmills Road
Eastrea, Or any within the polling district
Whittlesey

(Pondersbridge)




DISTRICT POLLING | PARISH/ POLLING PLACE
WARD DISTRICT | TOWN
LETTER
BENWICK, DH Coates & The Three Horseshoes Inn, March Road
COATES & Eastrea, Or any within the polling district
EASTREA Whittlesey
(Turves)
DI Coates & St Johns Ambulance HQ, Plough Road
Eastrea, Or any within polling district DI or DD
Whittlesey
(Kings Delph)
BASSENHALLY | DA1 Bassenhally, Alderman Jacobs School, Drybread Road
Whittlesey Or any within the polling districts DA1/DA2/DA3
DA2 Elm, Whittlesey | Ivy Leaf Club, Gracious Street
Or any within the polling districts DA1/DA2/DA3
DA3 Delph, Ivy Leaf Club, Gracious Street
Whittlesey Or any within the polling district DA1/DA2/DA3
LATTERSEY DB Lattersey Quinion Close
Whittlesey Or any within the polling district
ST ANDREWS DC1 St Andrews,
Whittlesey St Andrews Parish Hall, Parkinson Lane
DC2 St Marys, Or any within the polling district
Whittlesey
DC3 St Marys, Whittlesey Library, Market Street
Whitlesey Or any within the polling district
STONALD DD Stonald St Johns Ambulance HQ, Plough Road
Whittlesey Or any within the polling district
CLARKSON EA Clarkson, Robert Hall Centre, Lynn Road
Wisbech Or any within the polling district
OCTAVIA HILL EB1 Octavia Hill, College of West Anglia Isle Campus, Ramnoth
Wisbech Road
Or any within the polling district
EB2 Awdry House, Ramnoth Road
Or any within the polling district
KIRKGATE EC Kirkgate, Walsoken Village Hall, Kirkgate Street
Wisbech Or any within the polling district
MEDWORTH ED Medworth, Wisbech St Raphael Disabled Club, Love Lane
Wisbech Or any within the polling district
PECKOVER EE Peckover, Wisbech Rugby Football Club, Chapel Road
Wisbech Or any within the polling district
STAITHE EF Staithe, Meadowgate School, Meadowgate Lane
Wisbech Or any within the polling districts EC and EF
YX?EE(?IE_EES EGT Y/Vaterlees The Oasis Village Centre, St Michaels Avenue
illage, - , s
EG2 Wisbech Or any within the polling district EG1 or EG2
DODDINGTON & | FA Doddington Doddington Village Hall, Benwick Road
WIMBLINGTON Or any within the polling district
KA Wimblington Wimblington Parish Hall, Addison Road
Or any within the polling district
KB Wimblington The Golden Lion Public House, Sixteen Foot
(Stonea) Bank
Or any within the polling district KA or KB
ELM & GA Elm Fridaybridge Tower Hall, Maltmas Road
CHRISTCHURCH (Friday Bridge ) | Or any within the polling district
GB Elm Elm Centre, Main Road

Or any within the polling district




DISTRICT POLLING | PARISH/ POLLING PLACE
WARD DISTRICT | TOWN
LETTER
ELM & GC Elm Chapel Cottage, March Road
CHRISTCHURCH (Coldham) Or any within the polling district
GD Elm The Oliver Twist, High Road
(Rings End) Or any within polling district GD or PD
GE Christchurch Christchurch Community Centre, Upwell Road
Or any within the polling district
MANEA HA Manea Manea Village Hall, School Lane
Or any within the polling district
PARSON DROVE | PA Parson Drove Parson Drove Village Hall, Main Road
& WISBECH ST Or any within the polling district
MARY PB Wisbech St Wisbech St Mary Sports and Community Centre,
Mary Beechings Close
Or any within the polling district
PC Wisbech St Murrow Village Hall, Murrow Bank
Mary (Murrow) | Or any within the polling district
PD Wisbech St The Oliver Twist, High Road
Mary (Guyhirn) | Or any within the polling district
PE Wisbech St Thorney Toll Village Hall, Main Road
Mary Or any within the polling district
(Thorney Toll)
ROMAN BANK RA Gorefield Gorefield Community Hall, Wolf Lane
Or any within the polling district
RB1 Leverington Leverington Village Hall, Gorefield Road
Or any within the polling district RB1/RB2
RB2 Leverington Leverington Sports and Social Club, Church
Road
Or any within the polling district RB1/RB2
RC Newton-in-the- | Newton-in-the-Isle Village Hall, Church Lane
Isle Or any within the polling district
RD Tydd St Giles Tydd St Giles Community Centre, Broad Drove

East
Or any within the polling district




Consultation Comments and Responses

APPENDIX B

Consultee

Comment

Response

Councillor Chris Boden

| support all of the polling districts proposed for the Fenland
District Council area in the consultation document, although
would ask for consideration of a minor boundary change
between polling districts DA1 and DAZ2 in Bassenhally Ward.

| request some specific polling places be amended, together with
a general change in the definition of polling places across the
Fenland District Council area.

| ask that the names proposed for Town Council wards in March
be amended to correspond with the names proposed by the
LGBCE and authorised by the Cambridgeshire (Electoral
Changes) Order 2016 (Sl 1222 (2016)).

WHITTLESEY:

The successful Corporate Governance Review in Whittlesey
allows FDC to rationalise polling districts within St Andrews
District Ward and Bassenhally District Ward.

Within St Andrews District Ward the creation as proposed in the
consultation document of two polling districts (reflecting the
County Council Division boundary running through the District
Council Ward) provides the most efficient and effective
arrangement of polling districts in that area. Each polling district
covers the area of a new Town Council Ward. The proposals
are logical and sensible.

Within Bassenhally District Ward, following the successful
Corporate Governance Review, the absorption of EIm and Delph
Town Wards into Bassenhally Town Ward allows for a more
rational division of Bassenhally District Ward into polling districts.
The need for this is exacerbated by the amount of new housing
development taking place in the Ward. The arrangement of
polling districts proposed in the consultation document comes

There was an appendix to these comments which
referred to changes within the Consultation
Document itself and these have been addressed.




Consultee

Comment

Response

satisfactorily close to equalising the electorates between
Bassenhally District Ward’s three proposed polling districts, and
| therefore generally support those proposed changed polling
district boundaries.

| would nevertheless ask that consideration be given, however,
to including in polling district DA1 the westernmost part of
Drybread Road (currently proposed to be in polling district DA2) ,
together with Otago Road and the two roads off it (Otago Close
and Whiteacres). This will increase the ease with which
residents in those roads would be able to vote, involving a
shorter walking distance to the Straw Bear than to the lvy Leaf
Centre, and this would not produce an excessive number of
potential voters in polling district DA1, nor would it produce an
unviably small electorate within polling district DA2.

OBJECTION TO SPECIFIC POLLING PLACES:

Within Whittlesey’s Bassenhally Ward it is proposed that electors
from polling districts DA1, DA2 and DAS3 vote at the lvy Leaf
Centre, the lvy Leaf Centre and Whittlesey Library respectively.

This is unsatisfactory because two of the three proposed polling
places would be outside the polling district they are meant to
serve, and the substantial distances some electors would need
to travel to vote would create a barrier to voting, especially for
those electors who are less mobile. | understand that the Straw
Bear will be available and that the Queen Street Town Offices
will soon be available as better placed alternative polling places.
As an alternative to the Queen Street Offices, should they be
unavailable, Whittlesey Library could be used as a back-up
polling place. | would therefore advocate that the polling place
for polling district DA1 should be the Straw Bear, that the polling
place for polling district DA2 should remain the Ivy Leaf Centre
and that the polling place for polling district DA3 should be the
Queen Street Town Council Offices, with Whittlesey Library
being named as a back-up should the Town Council Offices be
unavailable.

Agreed — the westernmost part of Drybread Road,
Otago Close, Otago Road and Whiteacres have all
been moved into DA1.

It is proposed that the following polling stations be
used:

DA1 — Straw Bear Public House

DA2 — Ivy Leaf Club

DA3 — Whittlesey Library, for May 2019 elections
due to these elections being for the Town Council as
well as the District and the fact that Whittlesey Town
Council offices may not be available due to building
work and it has not been assessed for its suitability.
It is then proposed that the Queen Street Offices be
the future polling station for DA3, subject to a visit to
determine its suitability. There also may be a facility
within the new development off Eastrea Road,
Willow Court off Sorrel Avenue, that could be used
as a polling station if suitable when it is developed.
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Comment
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My proposed revised scheme of polling places would ensure that
all polling places within Bassenhally District Ward would lie
within the boundaries of the polling places they serve, thus
increasing voter accessibility.

OBJECTION TO POLLING PLACES GENERALLY:

In listing, on Page 5 of the review consultation document,
guidance from the Electoral Commission as to key
considerations of this review process, the consultation document
inexplicably fails to mention the Electoral Commission’s strong
guidance as to specificity of polling place definition.

The Electoral Commission has produced a 28 page guidance
document for the 2018 review cycle entitled “Reviews of polling
districts, polling places and polling stations”. It is openly
available on the Electoral Commission’s website. Paragraph
2.15 on page six of the Commission’s guidance states: “We are
aware that some authorities designate the entire polling district
as the polling place. However, Section 18B(4)(e) of the RPA
1983 states that ‘the polling place must be small enough to
indicate to electors in different parts of the district how they will
be able to reach the polling station’. We therefore consider that
polling places should always be defined more specifically than
simply the polling district - for example, by designating the name
of the polling place (normally a particular building or area and its
environs).” One of the purposes of complying with Section
18B(4)(e) is said to be to provide some degree of certainty to
voters as to whether or not they need to apply for an absent vote
to ensure that they are able to exercise their right to vote. |
agree with the Electoral Commission’s guidance as to the legal
requirement in defining polling places, and therefore request that
all references when defining polling places to “Or any other
place within the polling district” (or words to that effect) be
removed from the final version of the review.

There may be urgent circumstances (such as a fire or a flood in
a building designated as a polling place) which make it
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impossible to locate a polling station within a designated polling
place. Such circumstances are rare, but they do happen and we
need as an authority to ensure that the Returning Officer is able
to act appropriately in siting a polling station when such
circumstances arise. The Electoral Commission’s guidance
provides assistance in this regard in paragraphs 8.1 to 8.3 of the
guidance, on pages 18 and 19:

“8.1 If a polling station becomes unavailable, the (Acting)
Returning Officer should consider whether another polling
station could be designated within the polling place. Changing
the polling station within the polling place would not require a
review.

8.2 If a building becomes unavailable before an election, the
polling place can be changed by the local authority in
accordance with their decision making arrangements. If
delegation procedures are in place, for example to a committee
of the council, these should be followed as set out in the
council’s constitution and the person or persons who are entitled
to make changes to polling places should be contacted.

8.3 Between compulsory reviews, all polling places and polling
stations used should be kept under consideration, and an
evaluation of their suitability carried out after each election. If
any changes are identified as being desirable, the same steps
should be followed as for conducting the compulsory review.”

| therefore request that, if necessary, a suitable scheme of
delegation (to the Returning Officer, if felt appropriate) be
brought to Full Council, either at the meeting at which this review
is approved or at the following meeting of Full Council, to provide
the delegation procedures recommended by the Electoral
Commission in paragraph 8.2 of their guidance.

NAMES OF TOWN COUNCIL WARDS IN MARCH:
| note on pages 16-18 of the consultation document for this
review that the March Town Council Wards are named as

Attempts have been made to identify suitable
alternative polling stations for each polling district
should those that we currently use become
unavailable. This has been difficult due to the rural
nature and lack of facilities in some polling districts.
Some of the polling stations suggested would need
further investigation to see if they are suitable and
willing to be a polling station.

One of the recommendations in the report is for it to
the delegated to the Returning Officer/Electoral
Registration Officer to keep polling districts or polling
places under review, in the intervening period
between compulsory reviews, and to determine any
changes necessary via an interim review.
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follows:

MARCH CENTRAL WARD
MARCH SOUTH WARD
MARCH EAST WARD

MARCH NORTH WARD
MARCH EASTWOOD WARD
MARCH RURAL NORTH WARD
MARCH RURAL SOUTH WARD

My understanding is that a polling district and polling place
review does not have the power to change the names of wards,
even at Town Council level. My reading of the names proposed
for the new March Town Council Wards by the LGBCE
(referenced to the official map) and authorised in law by the
Cambridgeshire (Electoral Changes) Order 2016 (S| 1222
(2016)) do not include the word “MARCH” and that the Town
Council wards should therefore be named as follows:
CENTRAL WARD

SOUTH WARD

EAST WARD

NORTH WARD

EASTWOOD WARD

RURAL NORTH WARD

RURAL SOUTH WARD

This decision as to Ward Names by the LGBCE is sensible as it
will ensure that wards which are not co-terminous at District and
at Town level do not share the same name (Specifically relating
to “March East” District Council Ward and “March North” District
Council Ward, which are not co-terminous with “East” Town
Council Ward and “North” Town Council Ward respectively). |
therefore request that, in the Official Ward names for Town
Council Wards in March, the practice currently in place in
Wisbech, Chatteris and Whittlesey is followed and the name of
the Town be excluded from the Official Town Council Ward
names.

Comments noted and the wards will be named as
set out in the Cambridgeshire (Electoral Changes)
Order 2016 (Sl 1222 (2016)).
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Councillor Stephen Court

BB1, BB2 and BB3

The GER has easy access for pedestrians and a car park and
being a social club has big rooms to use. The Community
Centre in Station Road a good choice as it has a car park and
easy for pedestrians to use. St Johns Church Hall suitable but
parking may be difficult.

Westwood School could be used as an alternative polling station
for the March North Ward.

Two of the polling stations are on the same road — Station Road
at either end.

None required. Although, Westwood School was
previously used as a polling station, but we have
tried to move away from the use of schools where
possible due to the restrictions put in place for
electors by schools due to their requirement to
safeguard their students.

Councillor Carol Cox

EA — The Robert Hall Centre
Polling station central to Clarkson Ward, has disabled access,
easy parking and is a suitable walking distance.

None required

Councillor Sam Clark

RC — Newton Village Hall
No issues — suitable, easy to locate and easily accessible

None required

Councillor Michael

Humphrey

RA — Gorefield Community Hall
No issues — suitable, good access and parking

None required

Councillor Simon King

EB1 (College of West Anglia) and EB2 (Awdry House)
No issues - both suitable and central to the ward.

None required

Councillor David Mason

DC1 - St Andrews Parish Hall
This location has been used for a number of years satisfactorily
and is still central for all wards within the new district.

None required

Councillors David and
Christine Ambrose Smith

1F1, 1E1 and 1G1 — Littleport East, Littleport West and Black
Horse Drove

All are in suitable locations and the buildings are suitable — large
enough, easy access, facilities on site, parking available nearby
and voting areas easily accessible.

Slight negative for the elderly/inform at Black Horse Drove due
to the community centre being located some distance from many
houses in this long hamlet and there is a lack of defined
pathways. Traffic is relatively light however, and there is no
better alternative.

None required

Benwick Parish Council

CA — Benwick Village Hall
No issues — suitable, easy to locate and easily accessible.

None required

Chatteris Town Council

AA (Chatteris Library), AC (Masonic Hall) and AD (Emmanuel
Church Hall)
No issues - suitable, easily accessible and well known.

None required
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AB — Quaker Way Residents Community Room

Suitable as is King Edward Community Centre, but Kingsfield
Primary School is not suitable due to parking problems and
disruption to the school

Noted.

Doddington Parish

Council

FA — Doddington Village Hall
No issues - suitable and has been used for many years, easy to
locate and accessible — no suitable alternatives known.

None required

Manea Parish Council

HA — Manea Village Hall
No issues - suitable and in village centre, easy to locate and
accessible - no suitable alternatives known.

None required

Mepal Parish Council

JC1 — Mepal Village Hall
No issues — suitable, central location, good size, easy to locate
and easily accessible.

None required

Newton-in-the-Isle Parish
Council

RC — Newton-in-the-Isle Village Hall
No issues — suitable, easy to locate and easily accessible.

None required

Wimblington Parish | KA — Wimblington Village Hall None required
Council No issues — suitable, easily located in centre of village with good

access and parking.
Parson Drove Parish | PA — Parson Drove Village Hall None required
Council No issues - suitable, in centre of village with ample car parking

spaces

Wisbech St Mary Parish
Council

GD and PD - Oliver Twist

Councillors commented that is was noted that since the Guyhirn
Village Hall was no longer available The Oliver Twist Country Inn
had been used and the School was another possibility.
Otherwise no comments.

None required

Wisbech Town Council

Members of the Town Council indicated that they are generally
supportive of all of the suggestions/ proposals within the
consultation document. However, the council is of the opinion
that with regard to the Polling Place for elections in the Staithe
ward (Polling District EF), Walsoken Village Hall (which is not
located within the ward but in Polling District EC (Kirkgate ward))
should not even be considered as an option for a Polling Place
for elections in the Staithe ward; Meadowgate School (which is
in the Staithe ward) should be the only consideration in that
regard.

Whilst Meadowgate Academy is resistant to our use
of its building as a polling station, this is the only
venue suitable within the polling district that can be
used and as such it is proposed to continue using
the café building as a polling station for EF.

It is noted that the Town Council does not wish for
Walsoken Village Hall to be used as an alternative
polling station for this polling district. However,
should the café at Meadowgate become unavailable
we would have to consider the options available to
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The opinion of Wisbech Town Council is that Meadowgate
School is not only located within the Staithe ward but is situated
ideally for access by voters who reside in that ward; the use of
Walsoken Village Hall as a Polling Place for elections in the
Staithe ward would, because of being located in the Kirkgate
ward, cause confusion for voters.

us at that time as we have currently identified no
alternative polling stations within the polling district
itself.

Witcham Parish Council

JI1 — Witcham Village Hall

No issues — suitable, village hall is best accessible place in
Witcham, large enough and centre of village. Anticipate village
hall will always be available subject to being booked with plenty
of notice and is suitable for people with disabilities.

None required

Alderman Jacobs School

DA1 — Currently Alderman Jacobs School
No issues - an adequate polling station and has access and
space.

None required

Mr B R Darlow GC — Chapel Cottage None required
No issues — suitable and on the main road through the village,
easy to locate and accessible. The address has been used as a
polling station for over 30 years with no problems, it is on the
main road through the village so you go right past it. No suitable
alternatives known.
Hayley Winn, | AA — Chatteris Library None required
Cambridgeshire  County | No issues - suitable, easy to locate and easily accessible.
Council
Ruth Ingram, | GE — Christchurch Community Centre None required

Christchurch Recreation
Ground Charity

No issues — suitable, has a large car park with disabled parking
and is easily accessible — no suitable alternatives known.

Nicola Brooks, The | DF — The Eastrea Centre None required
Eastrea Centre No issues — suitable, easy to locate and easily accessible.

Large, comfortable, clean and tidy venue. Meeting room ideal

for polling.
Sue Karwowski, | AD - Emmanuel Church Hall None required

Emmanuel Church Hall

No issues — envisage no changes

Lisa Smart
Clarion Housing

BA2 (Fleming Court) and DB (Quinion Close)

No issues — both suitable, easy to locate and easily accessible
as designed to meet older peoples needs.

There are other schemes in other towns which could also be
used for polling stations (Wisbech, Chatteris, Wimblington and

None required

Quaker Way, Chatteris is already used as a polling
station. Enquiries are being made into what the




Consultee

Comment

Response

Leverington)

schemes Clarion has in Wisbech that might be
suitable.

Michael Humphrey,
Gorefield Playing Field
Association

RA — Gorefield Community Hall
No issues — suitable, easy to locate, good access and parking.

None required

S Brown, lvy Leaf Club

DA2 and DA3 — lvy Leaf Club
No issues — suitable, easy to locate, has easy access for abled
and disabled plus ample car parking

None required

Pamela Manley,
Leverington Village Hall

RB1 — Leverington Village Hall
No issues — suitable, easy to locate and easily accessible.
Previously used successfully as a polling station.

None required

J McPherson,
Meadowgate Academy

EF — Meadowgate Academy Café

Feels it is unsuitable as using the Academy stops students
accessing facilities and education and there are alternatives. It
is not easy to locate as it is down a dead end lane which
narrows to single file, pupils walk down the lane and twice a day
it is not accessible. The elderly, infirm and disabled would have
difficulty using the polling place as there is no parking on site, it
is a significant distance to walk from off site parking. Would
need a risk assessment on Meadowgate Lane and would not
allow access between 08.30-09.30 and 02.30-03.30. The
Academy site is not a local authority site.

Meadowgate Academy is the only premises within

the polling district suitable to be used as a polling

station. We have taken measures to mitigate the

impact upon the school by

e using the café building which is not connected to
the main school

e using increased signage to direct electors to the
polling station

e putting messaging on the poll cards to warn
electors of limited access during the times
specified, although we cannot prevent access
during these times

e having staff man and control car parking during
school hours.

The Academy could also mitigate the impact by

using the day of an election as one of its Inset days

if it still feels there is a risk to its students.

The Representation of the People Act 1983 allows
Returning Officer’s to use, free of charge, a room in
a school, which does include Academies.

Comments received from this and previous Polling
District Reviews show support for the use of the
Academy as a polling station.




Consultee

Comment

Response

Patricia Pickering, Manea
Village Hall

HA — Manea Village Hall
No issues — suitable, easy to locate and easily accessible.

None required

Michelle Naylor, March

Community Centre

BB1 — March Community Centre
No issues — suitable, central to town, easy to locate and easily
accessible.

None required

Les Mills, March Town
Cricket Club

BC2 — March Town Cricket Club

No issues — suitable, easy to locate and easily accessible. Well
signed premises with a large car park and access for disabled.
Excellent facilities for polling station staff.

None required

Anna Palmer and Liz
Tierney, Ormiston
Families

BA3 and BA5 — March District Childrens Centre

No issues — adequate polling place which has good access, but
limited parking and busy during school opening and closing.
Easy to locate and easily accessible.

None required

Christine Carr, Murrow

Village Hall

PC — Murrow Village Hall
No issues — suitable, easy to locate and easily accessible

None required

Louise Hayes, Parson

Drove Village Hall

PA — Parson Drove Village Hall
No issues — suitable, easy to locate and easily accessible.

None required

Chris Stevens, Wisbech
Community Development
Trust

EG1 and EG2 — Oasis Community Centre

No issues — suitable, in the heart of the Waterlees Ward which is
the most deprived in Cambridgeshire and polling station has to
be easily accessed by all. The polling place is on bus route 66,
easy to locate and easily accessible.

None required

Sheila Otter, Robert Hall
Centre

EA — Robert Hall Centre

No issues — suitable, central, easy to locate and easily
accessible. The building meets all requirements under the
Disabilities Act, it has good facilities for the polling staff, it is
warm when required to be and there is car parking for staff
vehicles.

None required

Janet Sirr, Our Lady of
Good Counsel & St Peter
Catholic Church

BA1 — Roman Catholic Church Hall
No issues — suitable, easy to locate and easily accessible.

None required

Pauline Richards, St
Johns Ambulance

DD & DI — St Johns Ambulance Whittlesey
No issues — suitable, easy to locate and easily accessible. The
building has been used as a polling station in the past.

None required

Jane Groome, St Marys
Church Westry

BB4 and BC4 — St Marys Church Hall
No issues — suitable, easy to locate and easily accessible.

None required
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Comment

Response

Mr D Hazell, St Raphael
Club

ED — Wisbech St Raphael Disabled Club

No issues — suitable, easy to locate and easily accessible. Itis a
disabled club and has all requirements for disabled. It has a car
park next to the premises and has been used as a polling place
over the years.

None required

Angela Weldon, Thorney
Toll Village Hall

PE — Thorney Toll Village Hall
No issues — suitable, easy to locate and easily accessible. Ease
of access in centre of village with parking.

None required

Mrs B A Rowell, Tydd St
Giles Community Centre

RD — Tydd St Giles Community Centre
No issues — suitable, easy to locate and easily accessible by all.

None required

Jakki Racey, Whittlesey
Library

DC2 — Whittlesey Library
No issues — suitable, central location which is easy to locate, car
park and easy access.

None required

Dave Dobson, Wisbech
Rugby Club

EE — Wisbech Rugby Club
No issues — adequate polling place, easy to locate and easily
accessible with ramp and car parking.

None required

Fay G Allen

EC — Walsoken West Ward
No issues — suitable, easy to locate and easily accessible.

None required

Frederick Gerstner

DC1 (St Andrews Parish Hall), DC2 (Whittlesey Library) and
DC3 (St Andrews Parish Hall)

No issues — both suitable with good facilities, historically well
known and easy to locate and easily accessible. There are car
parking facilities near by.

None required

Received after deadline fo

r response.

Councillor Mrs Mayor

DA1, DA2 and DA3

Agree with Polling stations to be sited at The Straw Bear Public
House and The lvy Leaf Club for districts DA1 and 2 - If
possible the following streets to be included within the DA1
Polling Station at The Straw Bear rather than at the Ivy Leaf
Club - Otago Road, Otago Close and Whiteacres.

The 3rd Polling Station to be sited at the New Town Council
Office (The Old Police Station) in Queen Street, rather than the
Library.

However, if the New Town council Office alterations are not
complete before May 2019 to revert to The Library.

The westernmost part of Drybread Road, Otago
Close, Otago Road and Whiteacres have all been
moved into DA1.

It is proposed that the following polling stations be

used:

DA1 — Straw Bear Public House

DA2 — lvy Leaf Club
DA3 — Whittlesey Library, for May 2019 elections due
to these elections being for the Town Council as well




as the District.

It is then proposed that the Queen Street Offices
could be considered as the future polling station for
DA3, subject to a visit to determine it suitability.
There also may be a facility within the new
development off Eastrea Road, Willow Court off
Sorrel Avenue, that could be used as a polling station
if suitable when it is developed.

Councillor Mrs Davis

KA — Wimblington Parish Hall
No issues — suitable, central location with car park and
wheelchair access.

None required

Elm Parish Council

GB — EIm Centre
No issues — suitable, modern building in heart of village with
adequate parking/access.

None required




FENLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL

APPENDIX C

SCHEDULE OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES

WARD POLLING | PARISH/TOWN POLLING PLACE DESCRIPTION OF POLLING DISTRICT
DISTRICT (changed polling districts only)
LETTERS
BIRCH AA Birch Ward, Chatteris Library, Furrowfields Road | No change
Chatteris Or if that polling place is unavailable
King Edward Centre, Railway Lane
SLADE LODE AB Slade Lode Quaker Way Residents Community No change
Ward, Chatteris | Room
Or if that polling place is unavailable
King Edward Centre, Railway Lane
THE MILLS AC The Mills Ward, The Masonic Hall, Huntingdon Road | No change
Chatteris Or if that polling place is unavailable
The Sportsman, Fairway
WENNEYE AD Wenneye Ward, | Emmanuel Church Hall, East Park No change
Chatteris Street
Or if that polling place is unavailable
King Edward Centre , Railway Lane
MARCH EAST BA1 East Ward, Roman Catholic Church Hall, St No change
March Johns Road
Or if that polling place is unavailable
Mill View Scout Hut, Mill View
BA2 East Ward, Fleming Court Residents Community | No change
March Room, off Smiths Drive
Or if that polling place is unavailable
First March Scout Hall, Badgeney
Road
BA3 East Ward, March and District Children’s Centre, | No change
March Cavalry Drive
Or if that polling place is unavailable
Cavalry School, Cavalry Drive,
March
BA4 Eastwood Ward, | March and District Children’s Centre, | No change

March

Cavalry Drive

Or if that polling place is unavailable
Cavalry School, Cavalry Drive,
March




WARD POLLING | PARISH/TOWN POLLING PLACE DESCRIPTION OF POLLING DISTRICT
DISTRICT (changed polling districts only)
LETTERS
MARCH EAST BAS5 East Ward, St Peters Church, High Street No change
March Or if that polling place is unavailable
Kingdom Hall, Bevills Place
MARCH NORTH BB1 North Ward, March Youth and Community Centre, | No change
March Station Road
Or if that polling place is unavailable
St Johns Church Hall, Station Road
MARCH NORTH BB2 North Ward, St Johns Church Hall, Station Road No change
March Or if that polling place is unavailable
March Youth and Community Centre,
Station Road
BB3 North Ward, GER, Robingoodfellows Lane No change
March Or if that polling place is unavailable
March Town Football Clubhouse,
Robingoodfellows Lane
BB4 Rural North St Marys Church Hall, Wisbech No change
Ward, March Road, Westry
Or if that polling place is unavailable
GER, Robingoodfellows Lane
MARCH WEST BCA1 Central Ward, Rookswood Club, West End No change
March Or if that polling place is unavailable
a mobile polling station in the polling
district
BC2 South Ward, March Town Cricket Club, No change
March Burrowmoor Road
Or if that polling place is unavailable
Burrowmoor Primary School,
Burrowmoor Road
BC3 South Ward, St Wendreda’s Church Hall, Church | No change
March Street
Or if that polling place is unavailable
The Seven Stars PH, The Avenue
BC4 Rural South St Marys Church Hall, Wisbech No change
Ward, March Road, Westry

Or if that polling place is unavailable
March Town Cricket Club




WARD POLLING | PARISH/TOWN POLLING PLACE DESCRIPTION OF POLLING DISTRICT
DISTRICT (changed polling districts only)
LETTERS
BENWICK, CA Benwick Benwick Village Hall, High Street No change
COATES & Or if that polling place is unavailable
EASTREA Benwick Primary School, High Street
DE Coates and Coates Public Hall, 1 The Fold No change
Eastrea Ward, Or if that polling place is unavailable
Whittlesey Coates Primary School, The Fold
(Coates)
DF Coates and Eastrea Centre, Roman Gardens No change, except inclusion of 250 Drybread Road (by
Eastrea Ward, Or if that polling place is unavailable | error has been previously included in wrong ward)
Whittlesey The Nags Head PH, Eastrea Road
(Eastrea)
DG Coates and Pondersbridge Village Hall, Oilmills No change
Eastrea Ward, Road
Whittlesey Or if that polling place is unavailable
(Pondersbridge) | a mobile polling station in the polling
district
DH Coates and The Three Horseshoes Inn, March No change
Eastrea Ward, Road
Whittlesey Or if that polling place is unavailable
(Turves) a mobile polling station in the polling
district
DI Coates and St Johns Ambulance HQ, Plough No change
Eastrea Ward, Road
Whittlesey Or if that polling place is unavailable
(Kings Delph) Park Lane Primary School, Park
Lane
BASSENHALLY DA1 Bassenhally Straw Bear Public House, Drybread | Arnolds Lane (2-8 evens), Bassenhally Road (56-72

Ward, Whittlesey

Road

Or if that polling place is unavailable
Alderman Jacobs Primary School,
Drybread Road

evens), Merefield View Bassenhally Road, Cemetery
Road (15-81 odds, 48-60 evens), Meadow View
Cemetery Road, Constable Close, Curlew Close, Davie
Lane, Drybread Road (15-203 odds, 300), EIm Park,
Godwit Close, Grebe Close, Gull Way, Heron Close, High
Causeway (44-72 evens), James Gardens, Kingfisher
Road, Lapwing Drive, Mallard Close, Moorhen Road,
Newlands Road, Otago Close, Otago Road, Owls End,
Pinewood Avenue, Plover Road, Redshank Close,
Sandpiper Close, Swallow Close, Swan Close, Swan
Road, Teal Road, The Paddocks, Whiteacres




WARD POLLING | PARISH/TOWN POLLING PLACE DESCRIPTION OF POLLING DISTRICT
DISTRICT (changed polling districts only)
LETTERS
BASSENHALLY DA2 Bassenhally Ivy Leaf Club, Gracious Street Arnolds Lane (1-35 odds), Bassenhally Court,
Ward, Whittlesey | Or if that polling place is unavailable | Bassenhally Road (1-89 odds, 2-42 evens), Meadow
Whittlesey Town Council Offices, View Cemetery Road, Claygate, Delph, Delph Street,
Queen Street East Delph, Gale Gardens, George Gardens, Gilbert
Close, Gracious Street, Harpers Close, Hemmerley Drive,
High Causeway (35-67 odds), Low Cross (2-68 evens),
Martin Court, Monks Close, Munday Gardens, Norman
Close, Odin Close, Old Crown Lane, Oldfield Gardens,
Orchard Street, Reubens Yard, Searles Court, Stonald
Road (11-49 odds), Syers Lane, The Baulk, Viking Way,
Wash Lane, Whitmore Street (4-62 evens), Willow Lane,
Windmill Street, Wittel Close
DA3 Whittlesey Town Council Offices, Blunts Lane, Broad Street (2B-28 evens, The Granary),
Queen Street Bruces Court, Cemetery Road (1-9 odds, 26-46 evens),
Or if that polling place is unavailable | Coronation Avenue, Cowslip Close, Crescent Close,
Whittlesey Library, Market Street Crescent Road, Dandelion Drive, Drybread Road (56-112
evens), Eastgate (Angel House,Wheatsheaf House,
(Whilst it is acknowledged that Eastgate Court, 34-40 evens), Eastgate Mews, Eastrea
Whittlesey Library is outside the polling Road (1-311 odds), Edgars Row, Feldale Place,
district, it is proposed that the Library be | Foxglove Close, Guildenburgh Crescent, Harebell Close,
used as the polling station for 2019 May | \yigh Causeway (1-23 odds, 4-38 evens, Lovells Court,
Elections due fo the nature of these Whit Court), Ladysmith Avenue, Lattersey Close, Market
elections and the fact that Whittlesey .
Town Council offices may not be Street (2-52 evens), Market Stree't Mews, Millers Court,
available for these elections due to Moretons Close, Queen Street, Richardson Way, Roman
building work and the building has not Close, Sansom Gardens, Sorrel Avenue, Teasel Close,
been assessed for its suitability) The Close, Victory Avenue, Violet Avenue, Whitmore
Street (A1-19 odds)
LATTERSEY DB Lattersey Ward, | Quinion Close Residents Community | No change
Whittlesey Room
Or if that polling place is unavailable
New Road Primary School, New
Road
ST ANDREWS DCA1 St Andrews and | St Andrews Parish Hall, Parkinson Abbey Way, Barrs Street, Boyce Close, Briggate East (1,

St Marys North
Ward, Whittlesey

Lane
Or if that polling place is unavailable
Whittlesey Library, Market Street

10 & 24), Broad Street (1-35 odds), Church Street,
Churchfield Way, Duddington Gardens, Falcon Lane,
Fenland Court, Garden Grove, Hallcroft Road,
Horsegate, Horsegate Lane, London Street, Love Lane,
Market Street (15-37a odds), Oxford Gardens, Paradise




WARD POLLING | PARISH/TOWN POLLING PLACE DESCRIPTION OF POLLING DISTRICT
DISTRICT (changed polling districts only)
LETTERS
Lane, Park Lane, Parkinsons Lane, Peterborough Road
(1-27, 193-211 odds), Piketts Close, Pingle Close, Poles
Court, Priors Road, Saxon Road, Snoots Road, St
Andrews Place, St Marys Street, The Old School Mews,
The Stables, Thorofare Lane, Turners Lane, Wakelyn
Road, West End (3-101 odds), Whitmore Street (21-41
odds), Willow Close, Woolpack Lane
ST ANDREWS DC2 St Marys South | St Andrews Parish Hall, Parkinson No change to properties or streets. Polling district
Ward, Whittlesey | Lane renamed from DC3 to DC2.
Or if that polling place is unavailable
Manor Leisure Centre, Station Road
STONALD DD Stonald Ward, St Johns Ambulance HQ, Plough No change
Whittlesey Road
Or if that polling place is unavailable
Park Lane Primary School, Park
Lane
CLARKSON EA Clarkson Ward Robert Hall Centre, Lynn Road No change
Wisbech Or if that polling place is unavailable
The Boathouse, Harbour Square
OCTAVIA HILL EB1 Octavia Hill The College of West Anglia (Isle No change
Ward, Wisbech | Campus), Ramnoth Road
Or if that polling place is unavailable
Rosmini Centre, Queens Road
EB2 Awdry House, Ramnoth Road No change
Or if that polling place is unavailable
Thomas Clarkson Academy,
Corporation Road
KIRKGATE EC Kirkgate Ward, Walsoken Village Hall, Kirkgate No change
Wisbech Street
Or if that polling place is unavailable
The Black Bear PH, Old Lynn Road
MEDWORTH ED Medworth Ward, | Wisbech St Raphael Disabled Club, | No change
Wisbech Love Lane

Or if that polling place is unavailable
Queen Mary Centre, Queens Road




WARD POLLING | PARISH/TOWN POLLING PLACE DESCRIPTION OF POLLING DISTRICT
DISTRICT (changed polling districts only)
LETTERS
PECKOVER EE Peckover Ward, | Wisbech Rugby Football Club, No change
Wisbech Chapel Road
Or if that polling place is unavailable
Peckover Primary School,
Leverington Road/
STAITHE EF Staithe Ward, Meadowgate Academy, Meadowgate | No change
Wisbech Lane
Or if that polling place is unavailable
a mobile polling station in the polling
district
WATERLEES EG1 Waterlees The Oasis Village Centre, St No change
VILLAGE Village Ward, Michaels Avenue
EG2 Wisbech Or if that polling place is unavailable
Orchards Primary School, Cherry
Road
DODDINGTON & | FA Doddington Doddington Village Hall, Benwick No change
WIMBLINGTON Road
Or if that polling place is unavailable
Doddington Primary School, High
Street
KA Wimblington Wimblington Parish Hall, Addison No change
Road
Or if that polling place is unavailable
Parkfield Sports Centre, Chapel Lane
KB Wimblington The Golden Lion Public House, No change
(Stonea) Sixteen Foot Bank
Or if that polling place is unavailable
Skylark Centre, Manea Road
ELM & GA Elm & Friday Fridaybridge Tower Hall, Maltmas No change
CHRISTCHURCH Bridge Ward, Road
Elm Or if that polling place is unavailable
(Friday Bridge) Friday Bridge Primary School,
Maltmas Road
GB Elm & Friday Elm Centre, Main Road No change
Bridge Ward, Or if that polling place is unavailable

Elm (Elm)

Elm Primary School, Main Road




WARD POLLING | PARISH/TOWN POLLING PLACE DESCRIPTION OF POLLING DISTRICT
DISTRICT (changed polling districts only)
LETTERS
ELM & GC Coldham Ward, | Chapel Cottage, March Road No change
CHRISTCHURCH Elm Or if that polling place is unavailable
mobile polling station in the polling
district
GD Rings End Ward, | Oliver Twist Country Inn, High Road | No change
Elm Or if that polling place is unavailable
Guyhirn Primary School, High Road
GE Christchurch Christchurch Community Centre No change
Or if that polling place is unavailable
Townley Primary School, Crown
Road
MANEA HA Manea Manea Village Hall, School Lane No change
Or if that polling place is unavailable
Manea Primary School, Station Road
PARSON DROVE | PA Parson Drove Parson Drove Village Hall, Main No change
& WISBECH ST Road
MARY Or if that polling place is unavailable
Alderman Payne Primary School,
Main Road
PB Wisbech St Mary | Wisbech St Mary Sports and No change
Ward, Wisbech Community Centre, Beechings Close
St Mary Or if that polling place is unavailable
Wisbech St Wisbech St Mary Academy, Church
Mary) Road
PC Murrow Ward Murrow Village Hall, Murrow Bank No change
Wisbech St Mary | Or if that polling place is unavailable
(Murrow) The Bell Inn, Murrow Bank
PD Wisbech St Mary | Oliver Twist Country Inn, High Road | No change
Ward, Wisbech Or if that polling place is unavailable
St Mary Guyhirn Primary School, High Road
(Guyhirn)
PARSON DROVE | PE Wisbech St Mary | Thorney Toll Village Hall, Main Road | No change

& WISBECH ST
MARY

Ward, Wisbech
St Mary
(Thorney Toll)

Or if that polling place is unavailable
mobile polling station in the polling
district




WARD

POLLING
DISTRICT
LETTERS

PARISH/TOWN

POLLING PLACE

DESCRIPTION OF POLLING DISTRICT
(changed polling districts only)

ROMAN BANK

RA

Gorefield

Gorefield Community Hall, Wolf Lane
Or if that polling place is unavailable
Gorefield Village Hall, Gote Lane

No change

RB1

Leverington

Leverington Village Hall, Gorefield
Road

Or if that polling place is unavailable
Leverington Sports and Social Club,
Church Road

No change

RB2

Leverington

Leverington Sports and Social Club,
Church Road

Or if that polling place is unavailable
Leverington Village Hall, Gorefield
Road

No change

RC

Newton-in-the-
Isle

Newton-in-the-Isle Village Hall,
Church Lane

Or if that polling place is unavailable
St James Church, Church Lane

No change

RD

Tydd St Giles

Tydd St Giles Community Centre,
Broad Drove East

Or if that polling place is unavailable
Kinderley Primary School, Church
Lane

No change
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