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1 Purpose / Summary

To seek guidance as to whether Members wish to conduct a review of the current scheme of
Member Allowances.

2 Key issues

e Under the Local Authorities (Members’ Allowances) (England) Regulations 2003, all
Councils must operate a Members Allowances scheme. The scheme details how
Members are remunerated for costs incurred whilst conducting Council business. This
includes, amongst other payments, the basic allowance, special responsibility
allowance and travelling and subsistence payments.

e The Council is required to review Member Allowances through the establishment of an
Independent Remuneration Panel, which makes recommendations on the levels of the
above allowances.

e The current scheme has been operating successfully since April 2016 following the
Review of Members' Allowances Report which was endorsed by Full Council in
November 2015.

e The Council is statutorily required to review the Members’ Allowances Scheme at least
every 4 years.

¢ In November 2015, the Independent Remuneration Panel recommended that a review
should be undertaken within two years of the 2015 review, with a deadline of
November 2017.

e By law, Members have until November 2019 to review the Members Allowances
Scheme.
3 Recommendations
For Members to decide either to:
a) Defer the Members' Allowances Review Report until November 2019 or
b) Complete the review for November 2017.

Wards Affected All

Forward Plan Reference N/A

Portfolio Holder(s) Councillor John Clark, Leader of the Council

Report Originator(s) Anna Goodall - Head of Governance and Legal Services
Carol Pilson Corporate Director and Monitoring Officer




Contact Officer(s)

Paul Medd - Chief Executive

paulmedd@fenland.gov.uk

01354 622202

Carol Pilson Corporate Director and Monitoring Officer
cpilson@fenland.gov.uk

01354 622360

Anna Goodall - Head of Governance and Legal Services
01354 622357

agoodall@fenland.gov.uk

Background Paper(s)

Current Fenland District Council Members Allowances Scheme

The Local Authorities (Member Allowances (England) Regulations
2003
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